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is not a case of taqtid when one applies to another person
to determine a point of fact. Therefore it is not taqlld
if a layman applies to a muftahid in order to find what the
law is on a certain point.

The lowest scale in the hierarchy of intellectual freedom
is occupied by the so-called 'ammis or illiterate. These,
naturally possess even fewer rights than the muqallids, for
while the muqallids can refer to the law-books and ascertain
the views of the doctors, the fammis do not even possess the
minimum of knowledge required for that, and must apply
to the mujtahids or the muqallids, if they are in doubt con-
cerning a point.

The process by which the mass of the illiterate are in-
structed in law is ifta, which means the act of answering a
question concerning a point of law. The act of asking for
such an answer is called istifta and the answer so given is
called fatwa (plural, fatawi). The person giving the fatwa
is called mufti and the person asking for it is called mustafti.

There has been considerable divergence of opinion as to
the amount of learning a person must possess in order to
qualify to give fatwas, but the generally accepted opinion
is that a mufti must be a rnujtahid. A person however
is allowed to give fatwas by quoting * the opinions of
others, provided he conforms to the rules concerning trans-
mitters (rawi).2 Such a person, according to the Path,
when asked about a point, must not give his answer as final;

1 The expressions used in the law-books to indicate that a certain
opinion is recommended by the author of the book for being quoted as
fatwa are the following*: 'alayhi al-fatwa (according to this is the opin-
ion rendered) wa bihi yufta (according to this the fatwa is rendered);
wa calayhi al-eamal al-yawm (according to this is conduct at present)
wa huwa al-$ahih or asabh (this is the correct view), etc.

2 Path, vol. vi, p. 360; for full details concerning the muftis consult
'Aiamkiriyyah, vol. iii, pp. 380 et seq.', Bahr, vol. vi, pp. 292 et seq.'t
Majma', vol, ii. p. 120; Durar, p. 717; Durr, p. 8; Qadlzadah, p. 16.